2                    MEMOIRS  OF THE DUKE OF  SAINT-SIMON".

seat, and took hold of the cloth; at the same time the two Dues,
the elder on the right, the other on the left, each took hold of
a corner of the cloth; the two chaplains took hold of the
other two corners of the same cloth, on the side of the altar, all
four kneeling, and the captain of the guards also kneeling
and behind the King. The communion received and the obla-
tion taken some moments afterwards, the King remained a little
while in the same place, then returned to his own, followed by
the two Dues and the captain of the guards, who took theirs.
If a son of France happened to be there alone, he alone held
the right corner of the cloth, and nobody the other; and when
M. le Due d'Orleans was there, and no son of France was present,
M. le Due d'Orleans held the cloth in like manner. If a prince
of the blood were alone present, however, he held the cloth, but
a Due was called forward to assist him. He was not privileged
to act without the Due.

The princes of the blood wanted to change this ; they were
envious of the distinction accorded to M. d'Orleans, and wished
to put themselves on the same footing. Accordingly, at the
Assumption of this year, they managed so well that M. le Due
served alone at the altar at the King's communion, no Due being                 >

called upon to come and join him.   The surprise at this was very                 1

great. The Due de la Force and the Marechal de Boufflers,
who ought to have served, were both present. I wrote to this                  j

last to say that such a thing had never happened before, and                  I

that it was contrary to all precedent.   I wrote, too, to M. d'Or-                 HN*

leans, who was then in Spain, informing him of the circum-
stance. When he returned he complained to the King. But
the King merely said that the Dues ought to have presented
themselves and taken hold of the cloth. But how could they
have done so, without being requested, as was customary, to
come forward ? What would the King have thought of them
if they had ? To conclude, nothing could be made of the
matter, and it remained thus. Never then, since that time, did
I go to the communions of the King.*

* How characteristic is this solemn narrative of etiquette round the com-
munion table, not only of the King and the Court, but of Saint-Simon him-